
Course Syllabus 
Terrorism and Counterterrorism Law in the United States 

 
Instructor 
James Ottavio Castagnera, JD, PhD 
Associate Provost and Associate Counsel for Academic Affairs 
Rider University, 2083 Lawrenceville Road, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648  
Instructor Websites: Staff Web Page at Rider, Personal Website, and Terror 
Trials Blog   
Email: castagne@rider.edu 
 
A Note About Emails 
If you have a question regarding the course (the readings, the quizzes, etc.), 
please email Dr. Castagnera at the address provided above. However, if you 
have a question about the course website (for example: you found a broken 
link), please email Claire about those technical issues at 
clairecastagnera@yahoo.com. 
You can expect a response to your emails within 24 hours. 
 
Prerequisites 
1. Command of written English, at least at an intermediate level. 
2. Also helpful is an elementary knowledge of the American legal system. 
Textbook 
 
You will need to buy a copy of Counter Terrorism Issues: Case Studies in the 
Courtroom by James Castagnera (available from CRC Press or Amazon) in 
order to complete this course. You will need the textbook to complete all the 
readings and case studies in this course. 
 
Course Overview  
This online, distance-learning course is intended to introduce you to the 
American laws relating to terrorism and the combating/prevention of terrorism.  
My approach to the topic is the case-study method.  Each week, we will read a 
case study, along with the statutes, regulations, and other law-related materials 
that are relevant to the case.  We’ll see how the case was handled in court and 
what reforms came out of the events that gave rise to the trial. 
 
Each week’s assignment will include copies of the relevant laws and court rules; 
a glossary of terms; background readings, and other supplementary materials.  
Each week is also accompanied by an outline of the corresponding textbook 
chapter for reference. 
 
The course commences with the first attempt by Islamic militants to bring down 
the World Trade Center towers by means of a huge truck bomb in 1993.  From 
there, I take you through the major terrorist incidents of the past 20 years.  



These include acts perpetrated by homegrown terrorists, such as the Oklahoma 
City bombing of 1995 and the trial of the SHAC Seven (animal rights) terrorists 
in Trenton (NJ) in 2006. 
 
Course Goals 
When you have completed this course, you will: 
1. Have a broad historical overview of the major terrorist attacks and 

subsequent legal proceedings in the United States in the 1990s and the 
first decade of the 21st century; 

2. Have a broad overview, as well, of the statutes, rules, regulations and legal 
proceedings related to the detection, prevention and punishment of 
terrorism in the U.S.; 

3. Be capable of analyzing relevant court opinions; and 
4. If you are among the better students in the class, be capable of critiquing the 

American approach to the terrorist challenge, and formulating policy 
proposals to improve it. 

 
Assessment 
Your achievements in this course will be assessed as follows: 
1. Completion of weekly quizzes based on each week’s corresponding chapter 
2. Participation in weekly discussions online with the professor 
 
All assignments will be graded by the professor. 
 
For successful completion of this course you will need to: 
1. Read all textbook chapters and other provided readings in order to prepare 

for weekly quizzes and discussions. 
2. Complete all quizzes and participate in all discussions. 
3. Receive passing grades on all quizzes and discussions. 
Every discussion will have a prompt that you can view at any time during the 
week in order to prepare for the discussion. 
 
Time Expectations 
In order to successfully complete this course, you should expect to spend 
approximately 3 hours per week reading the chapters and taking notes, and 
approximately 2 hours per week completing the quizzes and discussions (with 
the discussions taking up the bulk of that time). 
 
Academic Honesty 
All work must be your own.  Here are some guidelines to help you avoid 
plagiarism: 
1. You MAY NOT simply cut and paste materials from websites. 
2. If you quote material, you must provide a citation. 
3. If you paraphrase material, you must provide a citation. 
4. If you present a photograph, you must provide a photo credit. 



5. Any writing not properly cited, per the above rules, is presumed to be your 
original ideas and words. 

 
You should also review and be familiar with the Canvas Network Code of 
Conduct. 


