
Syllabus for Risk Management in Higher 
Education: Student Issues 

Professor: Dr. Jim Castagnera 

Email: castagnerac@aol.com 

Websites: Canvas Profile Page, Personal Website, Personal Blog 

  

Course Description 
This course will focus on higher education law and policy. As a university 
counsel for nearly 17 years, I have learned that a college campus is like a 
small town. It is a community that experiences all the incidents and 
events that are experienced by every other human community. Contracts 
and torts; government regulation; crime, discrimination, and 
harassment… all these aspects of human interaction occur in a college 
community, just at they occur in towns and cities across the country and 
in corporations and other organizations. Because higher education law 
has been my primary focus for the past 16.5 years, I consider myself well 
qualified to serve as your guide and mentor for the next 4 weeks.  We will 
focus on risk management as it pertains to the needs, expectations and 
activities of our students. 

A word about public policy: let me suggest to you that no other topic is 
more significant in our society today than higher education. As you will 
read in the Introduction of the assigned text, higher education is a vast 
and complex collection of colleges and universities, online providers, 
community colleges, and sundry other entities, employing hundreds of 
thousands of faculty and staff, and professing to educate millions of 
students from around the nation and around the world. America’s higher 
education “industry” is in a state of transformation that is in some ways 
analogous to the wrenching transformation endured by our manufacturing 
industries during the 1980s and 1990s. Globalization, digitization, and 
monetization are forces that are profoundly affecting and aggressively 
challenging the institutional models that emerged after World War II. We 
are being buffeted by a fifth wave of change in American higher 
education’s history. Not all boats will survive the “Perfect Storm.”   
Indeed, Harvard Business School Professor Clayton Christensen predicts 
that in 15 years 50% of all U.S. universities will be in bankruptcy. This 



higher education revolution will profoundly affect not only colleges, 
universities and their staffs and students. It will impact the American 
labor market, the American economy and the American political system in 
ways we can only try our best to predict. For this reason alone, a 4-week 
consideration of our topic will serve you well… whether as a continuing 
student, a parent, an attorney, a teacher, a politician, a business or 
professional person, or in any combination of these roles. 

  

Course Outcomes 
1.You will experience an introduction, or (for some of you) a review, of the 

major areas of American law. 

2.You will be asked to engage in critical thinking, applying the rules of 
law that you learn (or re-learn) to a wide variety of situations.  I 
suggest that you apply the analytic tool that we law professors call 
IRAC: 

I = Issue: What is the question confronting you? 

R= Rules: What are the laws, regulations, court opinions, and/or 
institutional policies   that apply to the answering your question? 

A = Application:  Apply the rules to the issue and  engage in a careful 
analysis. 

C = Conclusion:  Having conducted a careful analysis, where do you 
come out? 

  

Course Information & Requirements 
This is an open online course. Our goal is to create an atmosphere where 
you can learn from one another, with facilitation from your instructor, and 
complete as much or as little as you choose on your own. You will get 
back as much as you personally put into this course. 

  

Prerequisites 

1.Command of written English, at least at an intermediate level. 
2.Also helpful is an elementary knowledge of the American legal system. 



  

Communication 

Announcements and course materials will be posted on Canvas under 
“Announcements” and/or will be sent to the email address you provide. 
You are required to check Canvas and your email regularly between 
classes for announcements, assignments, course materials. It is your 
responsibility to do this. 

  

The Text 

It is required that you purchase the Handbook for Student Law for 
Higher Education Administrators (paperback and hardback editions 
available from the publisher or Amazon). Other supplementary reading 
materials will be provided through the Canvas website free of charge. 

  

Weekly Modules 

Each week a new module will open and allow you to read supplementary 
materials, view relevant videos, and participate in discussions. Only one 
module will open per week in order to ensure that everyone is on the 
same page. 

  

Readings 

There are no graded assignments for this course, but you must read the 
textbook chapters and the provided supplementary readings in order to 
get the most out of this course. 

  

Discussions 

Each week there will be instructor-facilitated discussions. Although 
assignments will not be graded, discussions will be one of the main 
means of sharing information and learning from this course. It is beneficial 
to everyone that as many people as possible participate actively in 
discussions. 

  



Credit/Certificates 

This course is not offered for credit or certificate. 

 

Minimum Technical Skills 

Students are expected to be able to navigate websites, download PDF 
files, and navigate the Canvas website. Students should be familiar with 
copying and pasting, attaching, printing, and saving documents in 
computer programs. If you are unfamiliar with Canvas, complete 
the Canvas Online Orientation to get yourself familiar with the skills 
needed in an online classroom. 

  

Netiquette Guidelines 

Please follow basic netiquette rules. All students are expected to follow 
the Canvas Student Code of Conduct. 

  

Time Commitment 

If you plan to read the textbook, everything posted in the modules, and to 
participate in every discussion, we anticipate that you would spend 3-6 
hours a week on this course. 

  

Costs 

There are no costs for taking the course, however, your understanding of 
the course will be facilitated by purchasing and reading the relevant 
chapters from Handbook for Student Law for Higher Education 
Administrators. 

  

Getting Help  

Need technical support with Canvas? Click the "Help" button in the 
upper right-hand corner of your Canvas screen. From there, you will be 
able to search the Canvas Guides, ask a question, or suggest a feature. 
 There is also a collection of "How to" guides found at How to use 



Canvas Network. If you have a problem with the design of this specific 
course, please email the course designer at 
clairecastagnera@yahoo.com. 

Need course content help? We encourage you to post first questions 
and concerns on the course Q&A board. With the potential for a large 
group of students in this course, it is likely that a classmate or your 
instructor will respond quickly. For personal or private concerns, feel free 
to email the course instructor directly at castagnerac@aol.com. 


