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Lawyer Archie McAdoo and son Ned 
wrestle with a controversial case 
involving a gay client who claims he 
was fired for being HIV-positive. As 
ever in the law, truth and justice are 
a lot more complicated and elusive 
than they seem on the surface. 
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1.  Background Materials 
 
     a.  The HIV/AIDS Epidemic 
 
• “The AIDS Pandemic” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AIDS_pandemic 
 
• “The Global HIV/AIDS Epidemic” (The 

Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation) 
http://www.kff.org/hivaids/3030.cfm 

 
• “HIV/AIDS” (Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention) 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/default.htm 

 
• The Pennsylvania Human Relations Act 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/law___legal_resources/18980/pennsylvania_human_relations_act
/725567  

 
• The movie “Philadelphia”             

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia_(film) 
 

 
 



 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cl4B9AU45P4 

 
 

2. Discussion Questions 
 
• Attorney Archie McAdoo sues on 

behalf of his client under the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations Act, 
which make disability discrimination 
by employers illegal.  What are the 
pros and cons of requiring a restaurant 



to employ an HIV-positive person, 
especially where that employee comes 
into contact with food? 

 
• If Archie’s client is HIV-positive, why 

isn’t he sick?  And if he’s not sick, is 
he really disabled? 

 
• What are some of the issues Ned 

McAdoo deals with, as he gets caught 
up in the controversy surrounding the 
Lustig case?  How does he deal with 
them? 

 
3.  Activities 
 
• Research Project: Have students research 

on the Internet how the HIV/AIDS virus 
reached the United States in the 1980s.  
How did it become an epidemic?   

 



• Debate:  The reason U.S. policy makers 
were so slow to address the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in the 1980s was because it 
seemed to hit the gay community 
hardest.  Proposition:  Because the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic was deemed to be 
“the Gay Plague,” straight society failed 
to allocate the resources necessary to 
combat it, until many needless deaths 
had occurred. 

 
• Other Research Projects: 

 
a.  HIV/AIDS in America today 
 
b. HIV/AIDS in Africa today 

 
       c.  Educational Programs to prevent the      
            spread of HIV/AIDS 
 

c. Recent medical advances in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS 
 



 
 

Good Luck… 
Have Fun! 

 
 
 


